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Bob Smink drives away with a brand 


Next monthly Aruba Culinary 
Festival is this Monday 


DIVI LINKS — For an exciting 
taste of Aruba and cultural ex¬ 
perience, the Aruba Culinary 
Festival takes place on the first 
Monday of every month at the 
scenic outdoor plaza at Divi 
Links (below Mulligan’s). The 
next festival will be held on 
Monday, February 7, from 6 - 
9 pm. 

Restaurants of the Aruba 
Gastronomic Association 
(AGA) will be serving their 
delicious signature dishes and 
Arion Wine Company will be 
pouring its fine vintages. 
Local artists and artisans and 
live music will lend an authen¬ 
tic Aruban touch. 

Savor the international fla¬ 
vors of AGA and Divi restau¬ 
rants such as Amazonia, Aqua 
Grill, Driftwood, French Steak 
House, Gasparito, Giorgio’s, 


La Trattoria El Faro Blanco, 
Mulligan’s, The Old Man & 
the Sea and Windows on 
Aruba. Leam more about food 
and wine, compliments of a 
professional chef and a wine 
specialist. 

Admission of US $ 15.00 
(awg. 25,-) includes 4 food 
tickets plus 2 wine tickets (or 
4 soft drink tickets). The 
Aruba Culinary Festival, per¬ 
fect for locals as well as 
tourists, is sponsored by Divi 
Resorts and the Aruba Gastro¬ 
nomic Association. 

Great food, fine wines, fun 
ambiance, wonderful music, 
scenic venue... a perfect 
evening awaits you! 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Aruba Gastronomic Asso¬ 
ciation at 586 1266 or 592 
6244. 


.\ BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 

$ E A[[ ! AT FULL PRICE, 
jj Hff | RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 


new Chevrolet Cantaro 



On Monday at 1:40 a.m. Bob Smink from Curacao, received the surprise of his life. He went 
to the Crystal Casino for some leisure gambling on the “Mystery Jackpot” and suddenly he 
hit the perfect combination to win the grand prize, a brand new 2011 Chevrolet Camaro. He 
received many congrats from casino patrons and staff and personel of Crystal Casino. Photo 
shows a very ecstatic Bob receiving the keys from the Casino manager. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


th& Stone, at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - U AM 


le Petit Cate 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage? 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea * 


Carfy &*rd Special 
le Petit Cafe 


Qtane CfriM Restaurant & Bar every Day froa* $-? pa* 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


rat valid ioith other promotional offers or coupons 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
11 Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 


‘Worst ever 1 monster cyclone 
hits Australia 



INNISFAIL, Australia (AFP) - 
A terrifying top-strength cy¬ 
clone slammed into Australia's 
populous northeast coast, with 
officials warning it could be 
one of the most lethal storms in 
the nation's history. 

Howling winds whipped up 
by Severe Tropical Cyclone 
Yasi with speeds of up to 290 
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kilometers (181 miles) per 
hour ripped off roofs, felled 
trees and cut power lines as the 
storm crossed the Queensland 
coast. 

Yasi, the worst storm to hit 
the area in a century, made 
landfall around midnight, the 
Bureau of Meteorology said, 
after the cyclone was upgraded 
early in the day to a category 
five storm from category four. 

"The large destructive core 
of Cyclone Yasi is starting to 
cross the coast between Innis- 
fail and Cardwell, with a dan¬ 
gerous storm tide and battering 
waves to the south of the cy¬ 
clone centre," the bureau said 
in a statement. 

The storm made landfall 
near Mission Beach, which lies 
in the heart of a tourism and 
agriculture-rich area 180 kilo¬ 
metres south of Cairns, gate¬ 
way to the Great Barrier Reef. 

"Yasi, category four, will 
weaken as it continues to move 
in a west-southwesterly direc¬ 
tion," State disaster coordina¬ 
tor Ian Stewart said deaths in 
Yasi's terrible path were "very 
likely". 

"It will take all of us and all 
of our strength to overcome 
this. The next 24 hours I think 
are going to be very, very 
tough ones for everybody." 
noted State Premier Anna 
Bligh echoed grim.. 


Bloody clashes rock Cairo as regime 
stands firm 



Egyptian army soldiers watch as thousands of protestors 
opposed to President Hosni Mubarak (foreground) clash 
with and pro-Mubarak demonstrators in Cairo's Tahrir 
square on February 02, 2011. AFP PHOTO 


CAIRO, Egypt (AFP) - Parti¬ 
sans of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak stormed the 
Cairo stronghold of anti¬ 
regime protesters yesterday, 
sparking bloody clashes in 
which hundreds were injured 
and a soldier reported killed. 

Washington, which has 
called for restraint since 
demonstrations broke out nine 
days ago, deplored the violence 
against "peaceful protesters" 
while UN chief Ban Ki-moon 
said the attacks on demonstra¬ 
tors were "unacceptable." 

The European Union added 
its voice to calls from US Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama for the 
transition from Mubarak's 
three-decade-long rule to begin 
immediately after the veteran 
president announced late on 
Tuesday that he would not 
seek re-election in September. 

But the Egyptian foreign 
ministry said such calls 
"sought to inflame the internal 
situation," while Vice Presi¬ 
dent Omar Suleiman, newly 
appointed just this week, in¬ 
sisted there could be no dia¬ 
logue with the opposition until 
all the protesters went home. 

From early afternoon until 
well into the night, regime sup¬ 
porters and opponents threw 
stones and battled with sticks 


and fists in Cairo's Tahrir 
Square, the epicentre of the 
nine straight days of protests 
that have rocked the Egyptian 
regime and sent shock waves 
around the Arab world. 

Tension had been rising 
from early morning when 
Mubarak supporters began 
staging their own rallies 
around Cairo, saying the pres¬ 
ident represented stability 
amid growing insecurity, and 
branding as "traitors" those 
who want his departure. 

A hard core of tens of thou¬ 
sands had remained on the 
streets through the night, angry 
at the 82-year-old's refusal to 


step down immediately in line 
with the demands of opposi¬ 
tion leaders for a clean break 
with his regime. 

Not satisfied with 
Mubarak's insistence late 
Tuesday that he would serve 
out the rest of his term and ig¬ 
noring army appeals for them 
to go home, the protesters 
vowed to stay in the square 
until he left. 

Witnesses and AFP corre¬ 
spondents said bands of 
Mubarak supporters raided the 
square without warning, some 
on camels and horses, creating 
mayhem that quickly degener¬ 
ated into violent clashes. 


HORBAT MIDRAS : Picture 
shows a mosaic of a 
Byzantine period church 
which was discovered fol¬ 
lowing excavations in Hor- 
bat Midras, near the Israeli 
town of Beit Shemesh. 

The Byzantine church 
was built at around the 5-7 
centuries over the ruins of 
large Jewish settlement 
that dates from the Second 
Temple period until its de¬ 
struction during the Bar 
Kokhba uprising in 135CE. 

Some scholars propose 
to identify the place as the 
residence and the tomb of the prophet Zechariah. AFP PHOTO 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

Scan SETAR N.Y.’s 


barcode and win prizes 
every week! 



Aruba’s national telecom¬ 
munication company, 
SETAR N.V., has launched 
its most recent campaign, 
“Scan the Barcode,” which 
offers great prizes every 
week. All SETAR clients 
who own a Blackberry can 
scan the barcode by visiting 
SETAR’s website www. 
setar.aw and thru its link on 
Facebook. Participants can 
also directly go on 
SETAR’s page on Facebook 
to scan the barcode. 

The prizes are, among oth¬ 
ers, Blackberry 8520, credit 
on telephone calls, Black¬ 
berry cases and even an ad¬ 
mission ticket to the Calypso 
& Roadmarch Contest 2011 
this coming Saturday, Febru¬ 
ary 5; so better hurry and 
enter! 

During the final of the Ca¬ 


lypso & Roadmarch Contest 
at Joe Laveist Sportpark, 5 
youngsters will circulate the 
stadium with the SETAR bar¬ 
code on their t-shirts; partici¬ 
pants present at the event can 
scan this barcode to still par¬ 
ticipate in the campaign. 

The “Scan the Barcode” 
campaign continue until the 
end of the Carnaval season, 
which is March 8, 2011. 


“Biahe Creativo” project at 
the Aruba Art School is 
Sold out! 



SAN NICOLAS - The 
Aruba Art School in San 
Nicolas announces that its 
Project “Biahe Creativo” - 
Creative Journey with a Car- 
naval ambience for this Sat¬ 
urday, February 5, is sold 
out. Seatings are limited to 



Combat Dengue 


Keep around 
your house 
and yard clean 


ensure that each student gets 
the necessary attention. 

The Aruba Art School in¬ 
forms that there are no more 
inscriptions days for the 
event. All those who want- 
edto participateat at this event 
are kindly asked to stay tuned 
for the next journey to take 
place during the course of the 
year. 

For more information in¬ 
terested persons can contact 
Aruba Art School at tel. 584- 
9168 and ask for Sonia Giro- 
mus-Goeloe or Lucaskjo 
Smith or contact UNOCA 
and ask for Magriet 
LeeTromp at tel. 583-5681. 


Parliamentarians visit Family 
Planning Center 


ORANJESTAD — Some mem¬ 
bers of the Parliamentary 
Health Commission made a 
courtesy call to the Aruba 
Family Planning Center. Di¬ 
rector of the Family Planning 
Center, Mrs. Evelyn Yarza- 
garay along with Mrs. Lilian 
Ras-Buckley, Board member, 
provided the group with a great 
deal of information regarding 
the operations and projects of 
the center. 

The recent project “I love 
my body,” which began in Ja¬ 
nuary turned out to be a re¬ 
sounding success. This project 
is designed to specifically 
stimulate young people to 
leam to respect their own bo¬ 
dies. The Center is charged 
with dispensing information 
regarding sexuality and its 
consequences. They also focus 
on the different sexually trans¬ 
mitted diseases that can be 
spread through sexual behav¬ 
iour in our community. Famia 
Plania receives many visits 
from young people and adults 
seeking information. 

Famia Plania provides in¬ 
formation in several ways, for 
example, through visits to the 
schools where they share infor¬ 
mation with students at school, 


giving lessons on sexuality, or 
by giving information to 
young people and adults who 
visit the office in search of in¬ 
formation or products. Stu¬ 
dents would often visit in 
search of information for their 
school’s projects or to simply 
chat with the staff. There are 
also those who are members of 
the Famia Plania, who walk in 
looking for supplies like birth 
control pills, condoms, or birth 
control injections. The “I love 
my body” campaign has made 
an impact on our young people 
and the hope is that this will 
change their sexual behavior. 
The concern is not only for the 
sexual activity but especially 
with reference to venereal dis¬ 
eases. News reports indicate 
that there is an increase in the 
number of young people be¬ 
coming infected with venereal 
diseases. Also, the number of 
young people contracting 
AIDS has increased, which is 
an alarming phenomenon. 
Famia Plania’s main focus is 
on prevention. 

They are specifically fo¬ 
cused on prevention with re¬ 
spect to teen pregnancy and on 
the prevention of venereal dis¬ 
eases. 



Lorna Varlack 


The “I love my body” is 
also particularly directed to 
stimulating a healthy self es¬ 
teem, to warning against the 
use of drugs and alcohol and to 
develop a love for one’s body 
and total self. 

The Parliamentarians were 
very impressed with the imita¬ 
tive of the Famia Plania Center 
and urges the community and 
business concerns to support 
their efforts and to provide fi¬ 
nancial support in the form of 
donations so they can continue 
working on the behalf of our 
young people. 


Deposit from clients must be “back up” 
and not Income for WEB & Elmar 


ORANJESTAD - Donny 
Rasmijn, Aruban Parliamen¬ 
tarian, has observed that con¬ 
stantly certain wrong 
practices are being commit¬ 
ted by our utility companies. 
He recently reported that the 
gas supply company, Arugas, 
is overcharging for the 20 
liter bottles being used in 
homes either for dryers or for 
cooking. Subsequently he 
cites that the monetary de¬ 
posit that both Elmar and 
Web collects from their 
clients is not justified. It is 
understandable that the utility 
companies have their 
monthly expenses for their 
operations specifically for the 
Fuel Oil used to produce 
water and electricity. If in a 
month 15% of their clients 
were unable to make their 
payments on time, the com¬ 
pany can request a deposit to 
cover that cost. If the com¬ 
pany decides to levy an inter¬ 
est charge for late payments, 
or for reconnection of water 
meters, this, according to 
Rasmijn would be justifiable. 
However, as it stands now the 
client is required to pay a de¬ 
posit to Elmar, to WEB and 
to Arugas without receiving 



any kind of benefit; this he 
asserts is not right. 

The only one who profits 
from these deposits is the 
companies without offering 
the client any kind of vantage 
or interest for his money. 

The company could intro¬ 
duce a system whereby those 
who are faithful and timely 
payers could be required to 
pay a smaller deposit as their 
risk is minimal. In the event 
a client is unable to make a 
payment on time, the com¬ 
pany could deduct the interest 
from his deposit and later 
have him repay this slowly so 
he can be brought back to his 
usual standing. In the event 
of having to reconnect a 


meter for a well-paying 
client, the company could 
deduct the reconnection fine 
from his deposit. 

Recently it was reported in 
one newspaper that an 88 
year old well paying citizen 
was levied a FIs.200 fine be¬ 
cause she failed to notice that 
she had an outstanding ac¬ 
count of FIs. 14,65. For 20 
long months this client was 
unaware of an outstanding 
amount and WEB continued 
to collect her FIs. 10 every 
month for this reason. Ironi¬ 
cally, this 88 year citizen had 
a deposit of FIs.75 in WEB’s 
covers. Why could they not 
have deducted her FIs. 14, 65 
from this deposit so that she 
did not have to spend FIs.200 
needlessly? 

It is true that the price of 
Fuel Oil fluctuates fre¬ 
quently, for this reason it 
would be wise for WEB and 
Elmar to make certain adjust¬ 
ments to the deposit situation 
to avoid unnecessary suffer¬ 
ing on the part of our citizens. 
Any deposit paid must be 
considered a backup for the 
client and not end up in WEB 
and Elmar’s covers, accord¬ 
ing to the Parliamentarian. 
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Spectacular Collection at 
ShabbyShic! 



ShabbyShic is always mak¬ 
ing sure they have a beautiful 
assortment in dresses and ac¬ 
cessories. If it is for a wed¬ 
ding, cocktail party or just a 
night out you will find it at 
ShabbyShic! 

ShabbyShic is introducing 
a whole new range of 
women’s wear that ranges 
from sizes 4 up to size 16. 

The trendy establishment 
always understands even the 



smallest needs of the modern 
women.They will cater to all 
your needs. 

ShabbyShic’s latest col¬ 
lection presents a wide vari¬ 
ety of options to choose from, 
depending upon the prefer¬ 
ence of the customers, in¬ 
spired by the latest 
international magazines col¬ 
lection. 

ShabbyShic is known as a 
fashionhouse, besides their 
dress collection they are also 
known for everything that is 
fashion related, ranging from 
clothing, belts, bags, shoes 
and jewelry. Customers will 



instantaneously fall in love 
with what they have. 

ShabbyShic is located at 
Avenida Milio Croes 12. 
Opening hours are from 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. non¬ 
stop from Monday thru Sa- 
terday. 

ShabbyShic is a very 
unique store on the island of 
Aruba and you will surely 
enjoy the ambiance the store 
gives to its customers!!! 


“I wish I had 
invented 
blue jeans. 

They have 
expression, 
modesty, 
sex appeal, 
simplicity - 
all I hope for 
in my clothes.” 

Yves Saint Laurent 



The World will Refer to the “Aruba 
Declaration” on Obesity 



A team of experts visited 
Aruba and during a two and a 
half days series of meetings 
they worked on the preparation 
for the upcoming June PAHO 
conference to be held here. 

More than 100 government 
leaders and health experts from 
different countries are ex¬ 
pected to be in Aruba for the 
June conference. This will 
place Aruba on the world map 
and countries will be referring 
to the Aruba Declaration after 
this declaration is deliberated 
and enacted here in Aruba in 
the World Health Organization 
meeting. 

Minister Visser is an expert 
on the subject of obesity and 
has been emphasizing the need 
for proper health among our 
children. His expertise has 
taken him as far as the White 
House where he was invited to 
discuss with the White House 
health team regarding the 
problem of obesity. His vision 
extends beyond Aruba. He 
would love to see the world 
taking this matter seriously. 

During the upcoming “Year 
End Meeting” of the United 
Nations, which is scheduled to 
convene in New York, coun¬ 
tries will meet together to de¬ 
liberate on the “Millennium 
Goals.” This is the second time 
in the history of the United Na¬ 
tions that a health issue has 
been placed on the agenda as 
one of the challenges of the 
world. The first time this took 
place was in 2000 with the 
problem of HIV and this year 
it is Obesity that they suc¬ 
ceeded in placing on the 
agenda. 

It is for this reason that the 
deliberations on obesity with 
the various experts here last 
week was so important as this 
will be one of the themes to be 
discussed in the PAHO meet¬ 
ing. Among the representatives 
here last week were, Obetech 
Obesity Research Center, and 
the Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol & Prevention of the USA. 
Also, the president of PAHEF, 
president of IASO Brazil, rep¬ 
resentatives of Manglarato 
Hospital of Ecuador, and Di¬ 
rector of the Caribbean Insti¬ 
tute & Nutrition Food of 
Jamaica were in attendance for 
the Aruba meeting last week. 

We succeeded in getting the 
Coordinator for Chronic Dis¬ 
ease of PAHO - WHO, the Co¬ 
ordinator of Pan American 
Nutrition and Development of 
PAHO - WHO as well as the 
advisor to President Barack 
Obama who sits on his Council 
on Fitness, Sport & Nutri¬ 
tion/White House Task Force 


on Childhood Obesity to be in 
attendance. 

During last week’s meeting 
they realized that the chal¬ 
lenges regarding obesity (espe¬ 
cially child obesity) is an issue 
that surpasses the realm of 
health with ramifications to fi¬ 
nances, transport, agriculture 
and several disciplines. Sev¬ 
eral scenarios were prepared 
which will be discussed and 
voted upon in the June meeting 
and which will ultimately be 
presented in the end of the year 


meeting. 

In the United Nations meet¬ 
ing in New York they will dis¬ 
cuss a “White Paper” which 
will highlight scientific aspects 
and most certainly address the 
political aspects. It is here that 
reference will be made to the 
“Aruba Declaration on Child¬ 
hood Obesity” during the po¬ 
litical deliberations regarding 
the changes that the world de¬ 
sires to make with respect to 
the challenges of obesity. 
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• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

■ Very attractive rates 

■ Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Fuil resort facilities and services 
Prime to cation near IS-bote golf course 
Financing Available 
Vacation rental program 


Ml 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturdays & Sundays 
upon appointment 


E-m ai I: info@g old coasta ru ba.com 
E-m ai I: rentals@g old coastaru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-22Q0 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U*S. i -866-978-5770 
www. go I d coasta ru ba.com 


Buy Your Own 
Vacation Home! 

Vacation Rentals also available 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www. gol d coasta ru ba. com 


are to 


ream... 




our Island... 
M/our Lifestyle... 
M/our Home. 


FOTH is back in actioni 

Pick your winner for the Superbowl and help 
Aruba’s handicapped 



Superbowl Sunday is fast ap¬ 
proaching, and this is the last 
week to purchase a chance to 
win some big bucks, while 
supporting the fundraising ef¬ 
forts of the Friends of the 
Handicapped. 

Begun over 20 years ago, 
a dedicated group of veteran 
island visitors started a foun¬ 
dation to give back to the is¬ 
land that has provided them 
with so many wonderful 
memories over their years. 
Most spend their winters on 
Aruba, and dedicate nearly 
all their time to helping vari¬ 
ous charities working with 
the mentally and physically 
challenged. 

Volunteers consist of: Art 
Stark and his wife Alma, 
Philip Solomon, Sal and 
Maryann La Carruba, Pauline 
Daley, Linda Todman, David 
and Tana Ulmschneider and 
Pat and Marsha Finck, who 
comprise the board, with 
Arubans Anoushka Maduro 
of the Casa Del Mar and 
Marcelino Kock. Volunteers 
Jean and Huguette Vatei- 


Little Olivia picking last 
year’s winner. 

quette of Canada have been 
essential to their success over 
the years, as well. 

One of their core fundrais¬ 
ing efforts is their Superbowl 
lottery boards paying $750 
for correctly choosing the 
winning score, and $250 for a 
reverse score. $20 purchases 
a square, and all proceeds are 
distributed to various worthy 
causes. Board President Art 
Stark reports that sales have 


been a little slow this year, 
and there are still plenty 
of chances to win big. 
This is the last week to 
buy before the game. 

FOTH also conducts a 
number of other events. A 
very special way to show 
your Valentine how much 
you care is to take them to 
the Sweetheart Dinner 
Dance, which will be in 
the Radisson Ballroom on 
Saturday, February 19. A 
very popular event for is¬ 
landers and vacationers to 
mix and mingle, it in¬ 
cludes a one hour cocktail 
hour prior to a 3-course din¬ 
ner including unlimited wine, 
with dancing to a popular 
local band. This is the 
evening when they conduct 
their famous raffle drawing, 
with $2000 cash the grand 
prize, and many other valu¬ 
able items including fine jew¬ 
elry. Raffle tickets are on sale 
for $100 each, and only 100 
tickets are sold. Tickets to the 
Sweetheart’s Dinner Dance 
can be purchased at the 


concierge desk in the Radis¬ 
son Resort, Casino & Spa and 
the executive offices of Casa 
Del Mar. 

Another popular event is 
their fundraising bingo night. 
This is coming up this Friday, 
February 4, in the Renais¬ 
sance Conference Center in 
Oranjestad. There are door 
prizes galore and the final 
grand prize for a full card is a 
whopping 5,000 Aruban 
florins, ($2857.) Prizes start 
at 250 Aruban florins and in¬ 
crease with each game; there 
will be ten games played. A 
card costs 20 Aruban florins, 
($12.) Tickets sales will be at 
the door starting at 5:00 p.m., 
the games begin at 8:00 p.m., 
sharp. 

FOTH conducts a weekly 
raffle drawing for a dinner for 
two, kindly donated by The 
French Steakhouse in the 
Manchebo Beach Resort. 
Tickets are only $10 and the 
drawing is every Wednesday 
at 7:30 in the Casa Del Mar 
lobby. 

Friends of the Handi¬ 


capped volunteers can be 
found in the Casa Del Mar 
lobby every day between the 
hours of 10:30 and 11:30 
a.m., in the afternoons from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and in the 
evening from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Several Aruban founda¬ 
tions depend heavily on the 
support of FOTH to continue 
helping those in need, and 
they have donated over one 
million dollars to assist the 
handicapped, over the years. 

A small investment for 
those in need accomplishes a 
great deal as well as offering 
a special reward, whether you 
win or not; volunteers are 
scrupulous in the conduct of 
the contests, and winners 
need not be on island to col¬ 
lect. 

For more information on 
upcoming events and pur¬ 
chasing raffle tickets call Art 
Stark at 567-4102 or 586- 
3273, Linda Todman at 586- 
8569 or Dave at 568-8199. 

By Rosalie Klein 





















































THE MORNING NEWS 


Thursday, February 3, 2011 




Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 


This May 2009 Handout combo picture received from Atmosphere and Ocean Research 
Institute, the University of Tokyo, on February 2,2011 shows egg (L) and fry (R) of Japan¬ 
ese eel, collected near the West Mariana Ridge and incubate above the researcher boat. 
Japanese researchers have collected natural eel eggs for the first time ever near the 
West Mariana Ridge, paving the way for promoting eel farming to feed big eel eaters. 
AFP PHOTO 


Google, Facebook, 
Twitter sound off 


on Egypt 


Google slams Microsoft for 'cheating' 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Google, Facebook and Twit¬ 
ter, breaking with the usual 
practice of corporate silence, 
are speaking out forcefully 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
The world's biggest Internet 
search company, Google, is 
accusing rival Microsoft's 
Bing of copying its results, a 
charge Microsoft denies. 

"Some Bing results in¬ 
creasingly look like an in¬ 
complete, stale version of 
Google results — a cheap im¬ 
itation," said Amit Singhal, 
one of the company's search 
engineers, on Google's offi¬ 
cial blog. 

The allegations were first 
reported by search news web¬ 
site, Search Engine Land. 

Google had noted that in 
the summer of 2010 Bing did 
not return any results for a 
misspelled search for the sur¬ 
gical eye procedure "tarsor¬ 
rhaphy." 


"Later in the summer, 
Bing started returning our 
first result to their users with¬ 
out offering the spell correc¬ 
tion," Singhal said. "This was 
very strange." 

The experiment was re¬ 
peated with nonsensical 
searches, including 

"hiybbprqag," "delhipublic- 
school40 chdjob," and 
"juegosdebenl ogrande," 
which Google had designed 
to produce one result. Bing 
offered the same result, 
Google said. 

But Microsoft argued its 
search was different. 

"What we saw in today's 
story was a spy-novelesque 
stunt to generate extreme out¬ 
liers in tail query ranking," 
said Bing corporate vice pres- 


LG T s first tablet to hit US 


market in March 



SEOUL (AFP) - LG Elec¬ 
tronics said it would release 
its first tablet computer in the 
United States in March as it 
prepares to go head to head 
with Apple's iPad. 

LG said the G-slate was 
among the first tablet models 
to run on the "Honeycomb" 
operating system, which is 
Google's latest generation of 
Android platforms designed 
for mobile devices with large 
screens. 

The G-slate features a 8.9- 
inch screen, smaller than the 
iPad's nearly 10-inch display 
but larger than the seven-inch 
screen of Samsung Electron- 


ident Harry Shum in an offi¬ 
cial blog post. 

"It was a creative tactic by 
a competitor, and we'll take it 
as a back-handed compli¬ 
ment. But it doesn't accu¬ 
rately portray how we use 
opt-in customer data as one 
of many inputs to help im¬ 
prove our user experience." 

"We use over 1,000 differ¬ 
ent signals and features in our 
ranking algorithm," adding 
that some of those features 
include data from users who 
agree to share anonymous 
data "as they navigate the 
web in order to help us im¬ 
prove the experience for all 
users." 

"We all learn from our col¬ 
lective customers, and we all 
should," he said. 


against the Internet blockade 
by the Egyptian authorities. 

As Egypt is rocked by 
continuing protests against 
President Hosni Mubarak, the 
three companies spawned by 
the Internet have criticized 
the attempt by the authorities 
to sever the nation of 80 mil¬ 
lion people from the Web. 

While corporate responsi¬ 
bility has been a front-burner 
issue since companies were 
pressured into cutting ties 
with apartheid South Africa 
decades ago, experts said the 
statements and moves by the 
three Web giants were un¬ 
usual. 

"Usually with most corpo¬ 
rations the issue is what's 
going to make profits, not 
necessarily what's going to 
do good for the world," said 


ics' Galaxy Tab. LG did not 
give a price for the new 
gadget. 

The world's third-largest 
handset maker said the re¬ 
lease date for the G-slate's 
global release would be dis¬ 
closed later this month. 

LG's handset business 
took a direct hit from smart¬ 
phone offerings by global ri¬ 
vals and after posting a fourth 
quarter net loss of $229 mil¬ 
lion, it is now counting on 
new smartphones and tablet 
computers to drive sales. 

"LG's table computer is 
expected to cause a new trend 
in the global market as well 
as in North America," the 
company said in a statement. 

The iPad went on sale in 
South Korea last November, 
three weeks after Samsung 
launched its rival tablet com¬ 
puter in its home market. 

Samsung's Galaxy Tab is 
more expensive than the 
cheapest iPad, which costs 
between $499 and $829. 



LAS VEGAS, NV: A monitor shows a generic body 
image from an advanced image technology (AIT) mil¬ 
limeter wave scanner using new Automated Target 
Recognition software being tested by the U.S. Trans¬ 
portation Security Administration at McCarran Inter¬ 
national Airport February 1, 2011 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. The new software detects potential threat 
items and displays them on the outline of a generic 
body displayed on a monitor attached to the unit in¬ 
stead of using passenger-specific images. TSA offi¬ 
cers will no longer need to use a remotely located 
room to view the images, which will make the 
process more efficient according to a TSA 
spokesman. (AFP photo) 


Benjamin Hermalin, a fi¬ 
nance professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, 
Berkeley's Haas School of 
Business. 


"Particularly given a situ¬ 
ation of political uncertainty 
it would be very strange for 
companies to take bets on 
one side because if the other 
side wins they're in deep 
trouble," Hermalin said. 

The uncertainty in Egypt 
did not stop Facebook, which 
had about five million active 
users in the country before 
the Internet shutdown, from 
issuing a statement saying 
that "no one should be denied 
access to the Internet." 

"Although the turmoil in 
Egypt is a matter for the 
Egyptian people and their 
government to resolve, limit¬ 
ing Internet access for mil¬ 
lions of people is a matter of 
concern for the global com¬ 
munity, " F acebook 

spokesman Andrew Noyes 
said. 

Google and Twitter went 
considerably further than 
merely expressing concern, 
jointly creating a tool to 
allow Egyptians to bypass the 
Internet closure and post 
messages to Twitter by mak¬ 
ing telephone calls. 

Google said the "Speak to 
Tweet" service, which turns 
voice messages into "tweets," 
was aimed at "helping people 
in Egypt stay connected at 
this very difficult time." 

Google-owned YouTube 
also highlighted videos from 
Egypt on its news and poli¬ 
tics channel, CitizenTube, in¬ 
vited users to submit their 
own and began streaming 
live coverage of broadcasts 
by the A1 Jazeera television 
network. 

Google also created a 
"Crisis Response" page fea¬ 
turing links to the "Speak to 
Tweet" tool, CitizenTube, 
emergency telephone num¬ 
bers and Google Maps of 
where protests have been oc¬ 
curring in Egypt 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 


made with 100% Pure Aruha Aloe 



Island Remedy™ 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 


Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 




Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 



Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 


Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 



Island Remedy™ 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 





RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 


WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE 


8 2 2 5 2 


7 0 5 9 0 
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Health & Living ■Five new gene links to Parkinson's disease 


Cancer drug, when combined 
boosts death risk, study 
says 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
The cancer drug Avastin, also 
known as bevacizumab, is 
linked to a higher risk of 
death when combined with 
chemotherapy, said a study in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The drug has previously 
been found to raise the risk of 
blood clots in the legs and 
lungs by 33 percent, and in 
December the US Food and 
Drug Administration said it 
was neither safe nor effective 
against breast cancer. 

Bevacizumab, marketed 
as Avastin by the Swiss drug 
giant Roche, has been ap¬ 
proved for use in combina¬ 
tion with chemotherapy for 
treating colorectal cancer, 
non-small cell lung cancer 
and renal cell carcinoma. 

The growth of new blood 
vessels helps spread cancer 
and Avastin is designed to 
fight the disease by inhibiting 
the proliferation of new 
blood vessels. 

After conducting a review 
and meta-analysis of a total 


of 10,217 patients with ad¬ 
vanced solid tumors studied 
in 16 different trials, re¬ 
searchers reported the overall 
incidence of fatal adverse 
events with bevacizumab was 
2.5 percent. 

The height of the risk var¬ 
ied across different treat¬ 
ments, and depended on the 
type of chemotherapy it was 
administered alongside, but 
not the type of tumor or drug 
dose, the study said. 

Hemorrhage, a blood disor¬ 
der called neutropenia, holes 
in the gastroinestinal tract, pul¬ 
monary embolism and stroke 
were the most frequent causes 
of fatal bleeding linked to the 
drug, the study said. 

Thus, oncologists are 
forced to dilute the potential 
effects of bevacizumab by 
exposing all treated patients, 
and society, to enormous 
costs and occasional life- 
threatening toxic effects. 
These unfortunate circum¬ 
stances are sad for those who 
pay the bills — and sadder for 
patients with solid tumors 


PARIS, France (AFP) - An in¬ 
ternational consortium of sci¬ 
entists has found five variants 
of genes which are linked to 
Parkinson's disease, bringing 
the tally to 11, according to a 
paper published by The 
Lancet. 

Until the first genetic clue 
was found in 1997, the medical 
consensus was that Parkinson's 
had environmental — in other 
words, non-inherited — causes. 

The five variants were net¬ 
ted in an overview of genomic 
studies carried out by scientists 
in Britain, Germany, France, 
Iceland, the Netherlands and 
the United States. 

None of the tiny DNA 
changes is responsible by itself 
for causing for this complex 
disease of the nervous system, 
but in conjunction with other 
variants, boosts the risk of it. 

The 20 percent of patients 
who had the highest number of 
variants were two and a half 
times likelier to develop 
Parkinson's compared to the 20 
percent with the least variants, 
the researchers found. 

Parkinson's is a motor-sys¬ 
tem disorder which primarily 
affects people over the age of 
50 and can lead to such severe 
trembling, stiffness and loss of 
balance that patients have trou¬ 


ble walking, talking or per¬ 
forming basic tasks. 

The disease has been traced 
to the loss of cells which pro¬ 
duce dopamine, a neurotrans¬ 
mitter that ferries chemical 
messages within the brain. 

There is no known cure, al¬ 
though the condition can be al¬ 
leviated by a dopamine 


substitute. 

That means the new find¬ 
ings are of limited use for cli¬ 
nicians, but they do add 
powerfully to the store of fun¬ 
damental knowledge about the 
disease, the commonest neuro- 
degenerative disorder after 
Alzheimer's, the investigators 
said. 
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RHSTAU! 


ba Trattoria el Faro Blanco Restaarant 


[/ 




Please present this ad for a 10% Discount 
Offers are individual and 
uniquely prepared for you 

For Reservation: 586-0786 or 87 
E-mail: faroblanco @<setarnet.aw 


Daily Live Music 


Exquisite Italian cuisine. | 

Amazing victs over Aruba from our Terraces. Garden or Indoor tables. 

Unique for All Celebrations. Open Every day at 8.30 AM. 1 

Daily 3 course Special for $48 (one drink included). 

Daily Aruba by Night Special after 8 PM. 

(Free Salad Soup or a gjasa of wine with the order of your Main course). 
:SSpM-MOP» - Daily Happy Hour at our Open air Bar C> PM - 7 PM) 


Training of Aruba Militia starts 



20 young Aruban men pre¬ 
sented themselves at the Marine 
Camp in Savaneta to undergo 
16 weeks of training for the 
Aruban Marines Militia Corps. 

The marines are part of the 
Elementary Department at the 
Aruban Militia (ARUMIL) 
courses, held at the Marine 
Camp. During the training they 
are subject to eight field 
bivouacs, where various mili¬ 
tary techniques are taught, in¬ 


cluding combat skills, military 
assistance and guard services. 
The young ARUMIL will face 
all aspects of life and survival 
in the field under primitive con¬ 
ditions, taking the first steps to¬ 
wards developing camaraderie 
and discipline. 

Military assistance 
The Aruban Militia is 
presently comprised of 67 
marines. Besides surveillance 
and security tasks, the platoon 


takes part in training and activ¬ 
ities of the Royal Dutch 
Marines who are stationed at 
the camp in Savaneta. The 
ARUMIL can also be used for 
military assistance and relief 
work. Their most recent such 
assignment was to participate in 
the relief operation in Haiti in 
2010. 

Photo shows the 20 Marines 
about to begin their training at 
the Marine Camp in Savaneta 


Something great for expecting 
moms - win a belly paint! 



Arawak Mums together with 
Make-Up Artist Beth is offer¬ 
ing all moms a gift to remem¬ 
ber, which will fill their heart 
and belly full of love. 

As of today until Saturday, 
February 4, pregnant women 
are invited to visit the Arawak 
Mums Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/weary- 
ourbaby and post their Sweet 
Belly story. Entries provide the 


chance to win a Maternity 
Belly Paint. The belly painting 
will be done on Saturday, Feb¬ 
ruary 5, or Monday, February 
7. 

The winners will be an¬ 
nounced on Facebook. 

For more information, in¬ 
terested moms can call 743- 
9816, email info@arawak 
mums.com or Blackberry pin 
20CA2BD1. 





























Thursday, February 3, 2011 THE MORNING NEWS 


9 



tf «5«nW*? n 


Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 

"You can't 
leave Aruba 
without getting 
Tattoo'd" 


PER COUPLE 

WHEN YOU CALL IN YOURSELF 


k 


3 


c 


Pinner under the stars then go 


Jt native as we take you 
'4* to our secret watering boles 


m 1 Qokmmu 


www.arubaadventures.com 


www.arubaadventures.com 


Divi Links hosts first Links Ladies Tournament of the Year 



The Divine Nine entertained a 
great number of female golfers 
for a fun tournament, the first 
of eleven tournaments planned 
for 2011. Tabitha Fecunda, Is¬ 
land Marketing & Promotion 
Manager, The Links at Divi 


Aruba, reports the group teed 
off at 3 p.m. and congregated 
at Mulligan’s Golf Bar & 
Restaurant for a flute of cham¬ 
pagne and a New Year toast, 
by 5:30 p.m., having played 
the challenging nine hole 


course. 

Fate intervened and the 
General Manager of the Her- 
shey Country Club in Hershey 
Pennsylvania, the sweetest 
place on earth, home of Her¬ 
shey Chocolates, happened to 


Michael Tromp presents his book 
“Ange Perez: Aruban Soccer Idol” 
to Aruba National Library 



ORANJESTAD - Recently, 
Aruba National Library Direc¬ 
tor Astrid Britten was proud to 
receive the original Papia- 
mento book by Michael 
Tromp, “Ange Perez: Idolo di 
Aruba su Futbol”. It traces the 
career of on of Aruba’s most 
admired professional soccer 
players, who started his career 
with the team Jong Aruba; af¬ 
terwards he enjoyed a very 
successful career with the 
Bubali team. . 

An outstanding player, 
Ange attracted the attention of 
a Venezuelan scout who signed 
him to play with the Venezue¬ 
lan professional team De- 
portivo Portugues; Ange 
toured with them for more than 
6 years. 

In 1973, Ange returned to 
Aruba and played for the Es¬ 
trella team of Santa Cruz. He 


represented Aruba and The 
Netherlands Antilles in various 
international sporting events 
including the Copa Antiyano. 

Ange disappeared during a 
tragedy at sea on October 25, 


1979. Recently a street in Sa- 
bana Liber neighborhood of 
Aruba - where Ange was bom 
- was dedicated to his memory 
and has been renamed “Calla 
Ange Perez.” 



the local golf enthusiasts. 

Nieuwmeyer explains that 
so far 44 members signed up 
for the Links Ladies program 
of 2011 and the golf course 
would like to encourage many 
more ladies to join. 




be visiting Divi’s Managing 
Director Alex Nieuwmeyer. 
Maarten van Wijk immediately 
offered to raffle a golf vacation 
at his resort among the Links 
Ladies, promoting Golf Her¬ 
shey and its famed spa paired 
with numerous golf courses to 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Pepper’s 
partner 
5. Hit flies 
9. Go by car 

13. Forest member 

14. Hue 


16. Region 

17. Scan a book 

18. Speak publicly 

19. Gasp 

20. Tavern 

21. Ado 

22. Swoons 


24. Grazing land 

26. Entice 

27. Beast of 
burden 

28. Sorrows 
32. Book 

designation 

35. Maine trees 

36. Seance sound 

37. False god 

38. Adjusted a 
piano 



39. Watering tube 

40. Building wing 

41. Ambulance 
horn 

42. Feasted 

43. Took out taxes 

45. Beige 

46. Memo 

47. Dress design 
51. Say a poem 

54. Mind 

55. Born 

56. Revise copy 

57. Cook a turkey 

59. Actor Cronyn 

60. Building 
location 

61_Fe Trail 

62. Bone-dry 

63. Golf gadgets 

64. Sharp 

65. Procures 


DOWN 

1. “77 Sunset 

n 

2. Circus ring 

3. Tilts 

4. Senator 
Kennedy’s 
nickname 

5. Scrubs 
vigorously 

6. In poorer 
shape 

7. Mournful cry 

8. Small child 

9. Long, narrow 
sword 


10. Persia, 
nowadays 

11. Fender mishap 

12. Devours 
15. Declined 

21. Circuit breaker 
23. Greek war god 

25. Lofty 

26. Flax fabric 

28. Dug ore 

29. Press clothes 

30. Comfort 

31. Raced 

32. Evened the 
score 

33. Not busy 

34. Narrated 

35. Thick soup 

38. Giggles 

39. Clue 

41. Resident of 
Edinburgh 

42. Social 
appointment 

44. Joins 

45. Kilt pattern 

47. Glue 

48. Harden 

49. Send payment 

50. Requires 

51. Take it easy 

52. Songstress 
Adams 

53. Quote 

54. Walking stick 

58. Acorn tree 

59. Crone 
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January 29 - February 5 


Paraderas “Botica Paradera”; S.N.: “Botica Seroe Pretu” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A I Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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The Ribs Factory 


Pon't leave the island 
without trying 
the best native &PQ! 
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IS 


Eat the best 
for less than 

$ 10 ,- 

at the end of the mainstreet in 
Oranjestad 
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RI*S-CHICKEN 

STEAK-FISH 
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Phone: 5S24410 
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Finance 


Google slams Microsoft for 'cheating' 


BRIEFS: 

US to hit debt limit as early as April 5: 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The United States is poised to hit its 
legal public debt ceiling of $14.29 trillion between April 5 
and May 31, the US Treasury said as it seeks congressional 
action to raise the limit. 

The latest Treasury estimate came amid a brewing political 
fight over whether Congress will raise the government's legal 
limit on borrowing or force the government to cut borrowing 
and spending, and eventually risk a default on its obligations 

BBVA reports rise in 2010 net profit on Latin 
America: 

MADRID (AFP) - BBVA, Spain's second-biggest bank, re¬ 
ported a 9.4 percent rise in 2010 net profit as solid results from 
Latin America offset continued weakness in its domestic mar¬ 
ket. 

The bank posted a net profit of 4.61 billion euros (6.33 billion 
dollars) for the year compared to 4.21 billion euros in 2009. 
Like other Spanish banks, BBVA is struggling with an eco¬ 
nomic downturn, brought about by a collapse of the country's 
once booming property market which has led them to increase 
provisioning against bad loans. 

Oil price slips after spike above $102: 

LONDON (AFP) - Brent crude prices eased here one day after 
spiking above $102 on stubborn fears about political turmoil in 
Egypt and potential knock-on effects in the oil-rich Middle 
East. 

New York's main contract, light sweet crude for March, handed 
back 12 cents to $90.65 a barrel. 

London's benchmark contract had surged past $ 102 as investors 
worried about the impact of Egypt's unrest on global oil sup¬ 
plies. 

New York crude is vastly underperforming Brent owing to high 
levels of oil supplies at the Cushing depot in Oklahoma, ac¬ 
cording to analysts 

Roche annual profits grow but 2010 sales dip: 

ZURICH (AFP) - Swiss pharmaceutical giant Roche reported 
moderate growth in net profit in 2010 and signalled a "chal¬ 
lenging" outlook as its sales dipped. 

Chief executive Severin Schwan outlined a likely triple blow 
for business over the coming year, with continued decline in 
the group's key flu drug Tamiflu, a slowdown in its flagship on¬ 
cology treatments and the impact of austerity programmes and 
health care cuts. 

Roche has confirmed that the restructuring until 2012 would 
cost 2.7 billion francs. 

The Swiss group is also facing a battle in the US after the US 
Food and Drug Administration said in December that the com¬ 
pany's key anti cancer drug Avastin was neither safe nor effec¬ 
tive against breast cancer. 


FOR SALE 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 6607469 


Google 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
world's biggest Internet search 
company, Google, is accusing 
rival Microsoft's Bing of copy¬ 
ing its results, a charge Mi¬ 
crosoft denies. 

"Some Bing results increas¬ 
ingly look like an incomplete, 
stale version of Google results 
— a cheap imitation," said Amit 
Singhal, one of the company's 
search engineers, on Google's 
official blog. 

The allegations were first 
reported by search news web¬ 
site, Search Engine Land. 

Google had noted that in 
the summer of 2010 Bing did 


not return any results for a mis¬ 
spelled search for the surgical 
eye procedure "tarsorrhaphy." 

"Later in the summer, Bing 
started returning our first result 
to their users without offering 
the spell correction," Singhal 
said. "This was very strange." 

The experiment was re¬ 
peated with nonsensical 
searches, including "hiybb- 
prqag," "delhipublicschool40 
chdjob," and "juegosdebenlo 
grande," which Google had de¬ 
signed to produce one result. 
Bing offered the same result, 
Google said. 

But Microsoft argued its 
search was different. 

"What we saw in today's 
story was a spy-novelesque 
stunt to generate extreme out¬ 
liers in tail query ranking," 


said Bing corporate vice presi¬ 
dent Harry Shum in an official 
blog post. 

"It was a creative tactic by 
a competitor, and we'll take it 
as a back-handed compliment. 
But it doesn't accurately por¬ 
tray how we use opt-in cus¬ 
tomer data as one of many 
inputs to help improve our user 
experience." 

"We use over 1,000 differ¬ 
ent signals and features in our 
ranking algorithm," adding 
that some of those features in¬ 
clude data from users who 
agree to share anonymous data 
"as they navigate the web in 
order to help us improve the 
experience for all users." 

"We all learn from our col¬ 
lective customers, and we all 
should," he said. 


Spain signs 'grand social pact' for economic overhaul 



People wait in line for the opening of a government job 
center in Madrid, 2009 


MADRID (AFP) - Spain’s 
government, unions and busi¬ 
ness leaders signed a "grand 
social pact" on sweeping re¬ 
forms to revive the economy 
and cut a sky-high jobless rate. 

The deal is critical to 
Spain's campaign to convince 
the markets that it can push 
through difficult labour re¬ 
forms so as to speed up the 
economy, cut spending, and fi¬ 
nance the debt. 

Lurking in the minds of in¬ 
vestors is the fear that Spain 
may fall into the debt quagmire 
that swamped Ireland and 
Greece, forcing it to request a 
bailout from the European 
Union and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

"This agreement has three 
objectives: growth, jobs and 
the sustainability of our public 
finances," Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero said 
in a speech after the signing 
ceremony. "We will show that 
we belong to the group of great 
nations that knows how to 
stand up and walk again after 
going through a period of seri¬ 
ous difficulty." 

The central plank of the 
deal was an agreement reached 
after months of negotiations to 
raise the retirement age to 67 
from 65 by 2027. 

The retirement deal in¬ 
cludes exceptions, for example 
allowing people with danger¬ 
ous or arduous jobs to retire 
before 67, as demanded by 
Spain's two biggest unions, the 


UGT and the CCOO. 

But it has nevertheless been 
welcomed by markets, nervous 
that Social Security payments 
could spiral out of control in 
the decades to come as pen¬ 
sioner numbers expand. 

Unions had threatened to 
call a general strike if the gov¬ 
ernment pushed ahead with a 
reform of the pension system 
without taking their demands 
into account. 

In September unions staged 
the first general strike since 
Zapatero's Socialist govern¬ 
ment came to power in 2004, 
furious over labour law re¬ 
forms making it easier to fire 
workers. 

The government is deter¬ 
mined to deepen those re¬ 
forms, however, to cut a 
jobless rate that hit a 13-year 
record of 20.33 percent at the 
end of 2010, the highest in the 
industrialised world. 

The pact, also introduces a 


new subsidy of400 euros (550 
dollars) to jobless workers 
whose benefits have run out 
and who are in training and in¬ 
centives to hire unemployed 
youths. 

Zapatero said the pact in¬ 
cluded an agreement on the 
"basic principles" of a reform 
to Spain's collective bargaining 
system, which ensures joint 
wage rises across sectors and 
industries are also in the pact. 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 



Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partic¬ 
ipate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one va¬ 
cation to Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 




Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of 
the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf club¬ 
house at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appoint¬ 
ment to view a condominium, contact sales di¬ 
rector John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or 
email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with elec¬ 
trical outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transporta¬ 
tion 




• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra Casino and 
Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of 
driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 




Popular Pizza Bob's 
i s perfect for casual 
dining 



Swedish sisters Sharia and Carolina are huge fans of 
Pizza Bob's 


Everyone has those nights 
when they want an easy, casual 
meal, and among denizens of 
the Eagle Beach area, their fa¬ 
vorite place for fun food and 
friendly surroundings is Pizza 
Bob’s, right next to the Bucuti 
Beach resort parking lot. 

Maitre D’ Alex adores wel¬ 
coming his abundant repeat 
clientele, being five minutes 
walk from most of Aruba’s 
timeshares has made the place 
a prime eatery among families 
with healthy appetites. Their 
pizza is modeled on the classic 
thin crust typical of Chicago’s 
Southside, and the secret recipe 
of a famous pizzeria since 
1957, which we dare not name 
as we might get whacked! 

While checking out the lo¬ 
cale, Alex introduced us to 
Sharia and Caroline from Swe¬ 
den, frequent visitors to Aruba 
who can’t imagine a vacation 
without several dinner stops at 
Pizza Bob’s. This was the ge¬ 
neral consensus of all the 
guests who we spoke with dur¬ 
ing our time there; all make it a 
multiple meal choice during 
their vacation. “I have one cou¬ 
ple from Germany who eat 
here every night of their vaca¬ 
tion,” confessed Alex, “they are 


like family to us!” 

Aside from the famous piz¬ 
zas, the menu features very 
tasty barbecue, a personal fa¬ 
vorite of Caroline, lasagna, 
Fresh Vegetable Linguini and 
huge salads that can be shared 
by two, plus a personal favorite 
for dessert, “Death by Choco¬ 
late.” They do sport an air-con¬ 
ditioned dining room, which is 
popular at lunch time to escape 
the tropical mid-day sun, but 
nighttime is the right time to 
enjoy their outdoor terrace and 
great music from noted island 
singer Tommy every Wednes¬ 
day and Saturday night, which 
converts the eatery into a con¬ 
genial hangout until closing 
time. 

If you love your pizza and 
island ambiance, Pizza Bob’s is 
the perfect place for a fun 
night. Open for lunch and din¬ 
ner every day from 11:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 pm., and they deliver 
to all the resorts in the Eagle 
Beach area. Call 588 9040 ext. 
790 for delivery or to pre-order. 
They also feature a daily happy 
hour from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
when you can enjoy a large size 
pizza for the price of a medium 
and drinks are 2-for-l; what a 
deal! 
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'Rent-a-girlfriend' hoax causes stir 
in France 



site in France has revealed 
something poignant in modem 
society by offering to rent men 
a girlfriend who can stun rela¬ 
tives, friends or business part¬ 
ners with their charm and 
beauty. 

"Have you had enough of 
being alone? Had enough of 
your wife?" loueunepetite- 
amie.com (translatable as 


rentagirlfriend.com) asked last 
month, stressing that the 
"rental services" it offered 
were strictly non-sexual. 

After creating an Internet 
buzz where chat rooms fought 
over the morality and legality 
of renting out fake girlfriends, 
all was confirmed to be a 
marketing ploy for a site sell¬ 
ing classified ads. 

In just one month, it said, 
the bogus site had 180,000 
hits, 550 women offered their 
services as rental girlfriends — 
and 5,000 men wanted to hire 
one out. 

Alexandre Woog said the 
media sting had cost his organ¬ 
isation a grand total of 15 
euros (20.5 dollars), to buy the 
domain name and graphic de¬ 
sign. 


The Philippines nabs Japanese 
in fake marriage scam 


MANILA, The Philippines 
(AFP) - Philippine authorities 
said they arrested a Japanese 
man wanted over a fake mar¬ 
riage scam after he walked into 
the immigration bureau to 
renew his own visa. 

Immigration deputy chief 
Ronaldo Ledesma said Yoshi- 
fumi Fujii, 49, was promptly 
arrested after a surprise appear¬ 
ance at the bureau’s Manila 
headquarters last week to 
renew his expired visa. 

"We were already looking 
for him after authorities in 
Tokyo requested assistance, but 
he basically walked into his 
own detention," Ledesma told 
AFP. 

"Japanese police and Inter¬ 
pol agents will arrive soon to 
bring him back to Japan and he 
will also be blacklisted from re¬ 
turning here." 

Fujii operated a crime syn¬ 
dicate preying on Filipino 
women willing to pay money 
for fake Japanese marriages, 
Ledesma said. 

"He charges them money 
and arranges the marriages 



with Japanese men. Once the 
woman arrives in Japan, she 
can now work and the man 
later leaves or divorces her," he 
said. 

"It also works both ways, 
because the Japanese man can 
now stay in the Philippines and 
put up businesses." 

Ledesma said investigations 
by Japanese authorities discov¬ 
ered that Fujii had entered fake 
documents in the marriage reg¬ 
istries at several towns in 
Japan's Aichi prefecture. 

Some of the couples were 
arrested in May last year, but 
Fujii fled to the Philippines be¬ 
fore police could enforce an ar¬ 
rest warrant issued by a local 
court. 


Globes organizers deny new invite for 
Gervais 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
organizers of the Golden 
Globes denied a claim by 
British comic Ricky Gervais 
that they had invited him to 
host their show again, despite 
a row over his sharply barbed 
jokes at last month's awards. 

In a Globes diary for British 
celebrity magazine Heat, Ger¬ 


vais said he had been asked 
about hosting the Globes for a 
third year running by the Hol¬ 
lywood Foreign Press Associ¬ 
ation (HFPA). 

His performance triggered 
huge amounts of publicity. "I 
don't know what I could do 
better... The ratings went up 
again, and the organizers asked 
me to consider a third year," he 
said, while adding: I don't 
think I should." 

But HFPA head Phil Berk - 
- who was among those tar¬ 
geted personally by Gervais at 
the January 16 show — said 
there was no invitation: "There 
is no truth to this rumor. We 
have not asked him to come 
back. 


"Nice try, Ricky," he added. 

The creator of hit comedy 
"The Office" came under fire 
for remarks including about 
Mel Gibson's alleged anti- 
Semitism, Robert Downey Jr's 
past drug problems, and Char¬ 
lie Sheen's reputation for 
drinking. 

He also took a shot at the 
HFPA for allegedly taking 
bribes, and quipped that before 
coming on stage he had to get 
HFPA head Berk "off the toilet 
and pop his teeth back in." 

The British comic, who has 
become a major star in Holly¬ 
wood, has insisted no one took 
offense. "I have yet to find 
anyone who was actually of¬ 
fended by it," he said. 


British TV show 'Top Gear' upsets Mexico 



LONDON (AFP) - Mexico's 
ambassador to Britain has 
complained to the BBC over 
the popular TV show "Top 
Gear", saying its presenters 
made "offensive, xenophobic 
and humiliating" comments 
about his country. 

Eduardo Medina-Mora 
has written to the BBC about 
"insults" made by Richard 
Hammond, Jeremy Clarkson 
and James May in the show 
broadcast in Britain. 

In a discussion about a 
Mexican sports car, Ham¬ 
mond said vehicles reflected 
national characteristics so 
"Mexican cars are just going 
to be lazy". 

The "outrageous, vulgar 
and inexcusable insults" 
risked stirring "bigoted feel¬ 
ings against the Mexican 
people", the ambassador 
wrote. 

Reviewing the Mastretta, 


Hammond said: "Mexican 
cars are just going to be lazy, 
feckless, flatulent, over¬ 
weight, leaning against a 
fence asleep looking at a cac¬ 
tus with a blanket with a hole 
in the middle on as a coat." 

The presenters then de¬ 
scribed Mexican food as 
"sick with cheese on it". 

Later in the exchange, 
Clarkson said "we won't get 
any complaints about this be¬ 
cause the Mexican ambas¬ 
sador's going to be sitting 
there with a remote control 


like this" — and he slumped 
down in his chair and faked a 
snore. 

The BBC did not com¬ 
ment on the complaint but 
said it would respond directly 
to the ambassador. 

Hundreds of viewers com¬ 
plained in 2008 after Clark¬ 
son joked about lorry drivers 
murdering prostitutes. 

Last week, the programme 
was named most popular fac¬ 
tual show at Britain's Na¬ 
tional TV Awards. 


Nepal's oldest temple bans courting couples 


KATHMANDU, Nepal (AFP) 
- Nepal's oldest and holiest 
Hindu temple is to introduce 
fines to deter "amorous behav¬ 
iour" on its premises after be¬ 
coming a favourite spot for 
courting couples, its manage¬ 
ment said. 

The committee that runs the 
sprawling Pashupati temple 
complex on the outskirts of the 
Nepalese capital Kathmandu 
said it also planned to fine 
smokers and anyone taking 
photographs in an effort to 
clean up the holy site. 

"The couples sit on the 
stairs leading to one of the 
temples. On any given day you 
can find one on each step," the 
committee's treasurer Narot- 
tam Vaidya told AFP. 

"From now , couples found 
hugging or indulging in 
amorous behaviour will face a 



Pashupati Temple 


fine, under new rules intro¬ 
duced to discourage such inap¬ 
propriate activities in the 
Pashupati area." 

The rules will be enforced 
by a team of security guards 
deployed to protect the com¬ 
plex, Vaidya said. Anyone 
found breaking them faces a 


fine of up to 500 rupees ($7). 

The Pashupati temple com¬ 
plex, a UNESCO world her¬ 
itage site, covers 2.6 square 
kilometres (one square mile) 
on the banks of the holy Bagh- 
mati river and attracts thou¬ 
sands of pilgrims every year, 
mostly from neighbouring 
India. 

Vaidya said standards of be¬ 
haviour at the complex had de¬ 
teriorated and many people 
were now using their mobile 
phones to take pictures of the 
centuries-old temples, even 
though photography is banned. 

"It has been difficult to con¬ 
trol because people can easily 
hide their phones. But from 
now we will be stricter about 
monitoring people and anyone 
violating the rules will be 
fined," he added. 
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Thorpe to return for London B! 
Olympics * 
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SYDNEY (AFP) - Five-time 
Olympic freestyle champion 
Ian Thorpe announced his re¬ 
turn to swimming for the 
2012 Fondon games Wednes¬ 
day, saying he could ’’actually 
taste” his desire to compete. 

”Ian Thorpe is very much 
back,” said John Borghetti of 
sponsor Virgin Blue, opening 
a joint press conference with 
Thorpe. 

"He registered this morn¬ 
ing with the international 
drug testing register and he’s 
planning to win lots of gold 
at the 2012 Olympics.” 

Australia’s most decorated 
Olympian, Thorpe said he de¬ 
cided to return to the sport 
back in September and 
started training on the sly, 
using eight different pools to 
dodge suspicion and telling 
friends to ’’lie through their 
teeth” about his plans. 

Touring the ’’extraordi¬ 
nary” Olympic swimming 
venue in London sealed his 
decision, he said. 

”1 could actually taste it — 
I haven't felt like swimming 
like that for a very long 
time.” 

He sketched out a plan for 
his comeback with sports 
psychologist Deirdre Ander¬ 
son, who helped counsel him 
through his 2006 retirement, 
and was secretly trained via 
text message by Australia's 
team coach Feigh Nugent. 

Thorpe was so determined 
to minimise the pressure on 
himself he didn't tell his fam¬ 
ily until just a few weeks ago, 
and Nugent supervised his 
training just once in the four 
months. 

"It hasn't been something 
that I have taken lightly, mak¬ 
ing a decision to return to 
competitive swimming, ” 

Thorpe told reporters. 


”1 never thought 
this would happen. I 
never thought that 
I'd be swimming in 
a competitive way 
again.” 

"I’m very glad 
that I am. I'm glad I 
spent four years 
away from the pool. 
I needed those four 
years,” added 
Thorpe, 28. 

Nicknamed 
"Thorpedo”, the im¬ 
posing freestyler re¬ 
tired from 

swimming in No¬ 
vember 2006 aged 
24 after a decade in 
the sport, following 
a long period of ill¬ 
ness and introspec¬ 
tion. 

Thorpe said he 
was coming back as a 
"slightly more mature” per¬ 
son and said he was being 
driven by a desire "to be able 
to perform again”, not the 
lure of sponsorship money. 

He said his focus would be 
on swimming the relay for 
Australia — an event in which 
he famously broke the Amer¬ 
ican stranglehold and bagged 
gold at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics — over both 100 
and 200 metres. 

Thorpe said he did not be¬ 
lieve he had enough time to 
prepare for the 400 metres, 
his favourite event, but would 
instead train as a sprinter, 
something he said "may sur¬ 
prise a lot of people”. 

Sporting a deep tan, the 
self-effacing Thorpe seemed 
at ease with the huge press 
contingent, joking that con¬ 
testing another Olympics was 
on his list of must-dos before 
he turned 30, along with join¬ 
ing a rock band and becom¬ 
ing a pilot. 

"This seemed the most re¬ 
alistic," he laughed. 

He refused to detail what 
times he was clocking, saying 
only that he had lost five kilo¬ 
grams (11 pounds) and was 
"swimming faster than when 
I begun, which is a very good 
sign because I was actually 
pretty bad.” 

Thorpe would not be 
drawn on his famed rivalry 
with the United States' 
Michael Phelps, always the 
major threat in his competi¬ 
tive past. 

"You say there’s a rivalry, 
I think of the American team 
as my friends as well. We 
wish them well, but not too 
well, (that) can be the official 
message.” 

Nugent said Thorpe would 
have to wait nine months be¬ 


fore he’d be cleared by dop¬ 
ing authorities to compete, 
meaning he would have just 
five months to hone himself 
against other swimmers be¬ 
fore the Olympic trials next 
March. 

His first overseas tourna¬ 
ment is likely to be a FINA 
World Cup event in Novem¬ 
ber, with his first Australian 
contest to be the following 
month. 

"Ian looks to be in pretty 
good shape, and I know he’s 
been enjoying being back in 
the water,” Nugent said. 

”We know he is an out¬ 
standing athlete, and with ap¬ 
plication and commitment he 
will make a success of this 
comeback.” 

Thorpe plans to do most of 
his training in Abu Dhabi and 
Europe ahead of the Fondon 
Olympic trials and acknowl¬ 
edged there was a long road 
ahead. 

"It's big, it’s enormous, but 
I'm prepared,” he said. 

"I've had an almost flaw¬ 
less career and I've put that at 
risk. It would have been a lot 
easier to sit on that and not do 
a thing but I still have a de¬ 
sire, there's things in swim¬ 
ming that I haven't done that 
I would like to achieve.” 

Five-time Olympic cham¬ 
pion Thorpe won 11 world ti¬ 
tles and set 13 long-course 
records before announcing 
his retirement from swim¬ 
ming in November 2006 after 
10 years on the Australian 
team, saying he had lost the 
desire to compete. 

His 400m freestyle world 
record, set at the Manchester 
2002 Commonwealth 

Games, is still just 1/100th of 
a second behind the current 
record, which was achieved 
with a banned bodysuit at the 
2009 world championships in 
Rome. 
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583-3262 
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Ronaldo has a 'screw 
loose': Pandiani 


points clear at the top of the 
league. 

According to media re¬ 
ports, Ronaldo sparked the 
row by asking Pandiani how 
much he earned, and the Os- 
asuna player replied by men¬ 
tioning the trophies he had 
won. 

"You have to be more 
humble. When he wins the 
Supercups, the King's Cups 
that I have in Spain then 
maybe I will listen to him,” 
Osasuna's Uruguayan striker 
told a news conference. 

"As a footballer he is a 
phenomenon but to do the 
things he does, maybe he has 
a screw loose,” Pandiani 
added. 

"With his gestures and his 
cocky way of acting, he is the 
one who creates all the prob¬ 
lems every weekend.” 

Pandiani advised Ronaldo 
to learn from Barcelona's Fi- 
onel Messi who he described 
as "the best in the world.” 



Walter Pandiani 

MADRID (AFP) - Real 
Madrid star striker Cristiano 
Ronaldo "has a screw loose", 
Osasuna forward Walter Pan¬ 
diani blasted Wednesday 
after the pair clashed during 
Real's shock weekend loss. 

Ronaldo and Pandiani re¬ 
portedly exchanged angry 
words during half-time in Os¬ 
asuna's 1-0 victory over Real 
Madrid, which left Real's 
archrivals Barcelona seven 


Nagatomo and Sneijder in Inter squad 


ROME (AFP) - New Japan 
international signing Yuto 
Nagatomo and Dutch play- 
maker Wesley Sneijder have 
been included in Inter Milan's 
squad to face Bari on Thurs¬ 
day. 

The 24-year-old Na¬ 
gatomo joined Inter on trans¬ 
fer deadline day on Monday 
with fellow full-back Davide 
Santon heading the other way 
to Cesena. 

And Inter coach Feo- 
nardo, who used to play in 
Japan for Kashima Antlers, 
says Nagatomo's arrival at 
the European champions 
shows how far the country's 
football has progressed. 


Also in the side is Dutch 
international Sneijder who 
has not played since limping 
out of the Club World Cup 
semi-final against Koreans 
Seongnam Ilhwa in mid-De¬ 
cember. 

However, although he is in 
the squad, there is no guaran¬ 
tee he will actually play. 

"Sneijder's been out for 50 
days, which is a long time. We 
have to look at many things, 
amongst them the state of the 
other midfielders and that's 
also one reason he's been se¬ 
lected,” added Feonardo. 

The Brazilian has several 
first team players out injured 
but has included Esteban 


Cambiasso, who was a major 
doubt. 

However, French-born 
Morocco midfielder Hous- 
sine Kharja could make his 
first start for the team follow¬ 
ing his transfer window ar¬ 
rival and an impressive debut 
as a substitute against 
Palermo at the weekend. 

For Kharja, who began his 
youth career with Paris St 
Germain, playing for former 
PSG star Leonardo is a great 
honour. 

"I’m delighted to have 
joined the world champions 
and the best team in Italy,” he 
said. 
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Westwood, Kaymer battle for top spot in Qatar 



DOHA (AFP) - Lee West- 
wood and Martin Kaymer 
face off in a potentially 
thrilling battle for supremacy 
when the 2.5 million dollar 
Qatar Masters begins at the 
Doha Golf Club on Thursday. 

It marks the first time in 17 
years that two Europeans take 
centre stage as the world’s 
first and second ranked play¬ 
ers at a regular European Tour 
event, something that gives 
the Qatar Masters pride of 
place in the four-leg ’’Desert 


Westwood (L), Kaymer (R) 

Swing” that began in Abu 
Dhabi last month and con¬ 
cludes with the Dubai Desert 
Classic next week. 

Coincidentally it was an¬ 
other English-German duo of 
Nick Faldo and Bernhard 
Langer who last went head to 
head at the Irish Open at 
Mount Juliet in 1993 as the 
World No. 1 and No.2, a tour¬ 
nament subsequently won by 
the Englishman, adding an 
extra edge to the contest be¬ 
tween Westwood and Kaymer 


in Qatar. 

Westwood will be making 
his sixth consecutive appear¬ 
ance in Qatar without ever 
having won the title, although 
he was just one shot off the 
lead going into the final round 
last year before cracking the 
face of his driver and strug¬ 
gling to find the fairways on 
a course he believes suits his 
style of play. 

”It’s a golf course that suits 
me down to the ground re¬ 
ally,” Westwood said. 


’’When you get rough like 
Doha, you would say it’s a 
good driver’s golf course so I 
would expect it to suit me. 

’’It’s almost like a Major 
Championship setup - a US 
Open - with firm greens and 
thick rough. With its firm 
greens, you can get close to 
the flags but you need to be 
mentally strong as it is a 
thinking man’s golf course.” 

The Englishman however 
dismissed suggestions that he 
was under pressure as the 
World No. 1 with Kaymer 
breathing down his neck, es¬ 
pecially since his runaway 
win in Abu Dhabi which 
leapfrogged him ahead of 


Tiger Woods to become the 
World No.2. 

’’There is no pressure as 
such of being No.l. It was a 
reward for having played 
well,” said Westwood. 

With a field boasting four 
players from the world top 
seven and eight from the top 
20, easily making the tourna¬ 
ment the strongest yet in its 14- 
year history, Westwood and 
Kaymer have enough compe¬ 
tition with Englishmen Paul 
Casey and Ian Poulter, South 
Africans Retief Goosen and 
Louis Oosthuizen, American 
Steve Strieker and defending 
champion Robert Karlsson all 
eyeing the top prize. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 


Steelers bad boy Harrison blasts NFL 
commissioner 


DALLAS (AFP) - Pittsburgh 
Steelers bad boy James Har¬ 
rison says the NFL’s crack¬ 
down on illegal hits to the 
head is turning the America’s 
most watched sport into a 
game of weekend flag foot¬ 
ball. 

Harrison, who has been 
slapped with about 125,000 
dollars in fines this season, 
says he is being unfairly sin¬ 
gled out making him the 
league’s poster boy for bad 
behaviour. 

”It is getting to the point 
where I think they are just 
going to have to go and put 
flags on us to at least protect 
the quarterback because that 
is what it really comes down 


to,” said Harrison. 

’’Tell me how many peo¬ 
ple would watch the games if 
you went and put flags on 
everybody. See how popular 
the game is then.” 

Harrison’s Steelers will 
face the Green Bay Packers 
in Super Bowl 45 on Sunday 
at Cowboys Stadium. 

Flag football is a non¬ 
tackle version of American 
gridiron usually played on 
weekends by recreational 
players who try to strip flags 
from their opponents’ waist. 

Harrison’s long list of 
fines for vicious hits included 
a 75,000 dollar penalty for a 
hit on Cleveland Browns re¬ 
ceiver Mohamed Massaquoi. 


He feels he is being unfairly 
blamed for the Massaquoi hit 
and the others. 

’’They might have been 
looking for a poster boy to 
implement their rule and they 
just chose me,” he said. 

Harrison said commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell’s tough 
stance on hard hits is driven 
by revenues. 

’’The league is doing what¬ 
ever they need to do that 
helps them make more 
money. If you hit Tom Brady 
or Peyton Manning and you 
concuss them and they can’t 
play the next game, a lot of 
people might not tune in to 
watch. It is whatever makes 
them more money.” 


Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Over 2 Carats of Tanzanite 
&. Diamond Set in 14KT 
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1/2 cr Gemstone Pendant 
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Pittsburgh hopes to 
avoid another Packers 


shootout 


White or Blue Diamonds 


l/2ct tw Round 
Diamond Stud Earrings 


BOXES 

Will be available at the 
Casino starting on thursday 

For more information 
please visit the Player's Club 


Steelers coach Tomlin 

DALLAS, Texas (AFP) - 
Pittsburgh coach Mike Tomlin 
said Monday he hopes to avoid 
another shootout with Green 
Bay when the Steelers and 
Packers square off in Super 
Bowl 45. 

The National Football 
League championship game on 
Sunday will be the first meet¬ 
ing between the two teams 
since the third-to-last game of 
the 2009 season, when Steelers 
quarterback Ben Roethlis- 
berger hooked up with receiver 
Mike Wallace for the winning 
touchdown on the final play of 
the game for a 37-36 win. 

"That was an exciting enter¬ 
taining game we had against 
them a year ago," Tomlin said. 
"We were fortunate enough to 
get a win but what happened in 
Heinz Field in 2009 is going to 
have no bearing in this sta¬ 
dium. So many of the compo¬ 
nents of these teams are 
different." 

The Steelers are seeking 
their third Super Bowl ring in 
the past six years. They beat 
the Arizona Cardinals 27-23 to 
capture Super Bowl 43 in 
Tampa. 

"We are excited about it," 
Tomlin said of his team's re¬ 
turn to the NFL's champi¬ 
onship extravaganza. "But it is 
not going to paralyze us. We 
are not going to dwell on it or 
over-analyze it." 

One intriguing aspect of the 
Steelers' game plan will be 


who will start at centre after 
Tomlin revealed on Monday 
that first-round draft pick Mau- 
rkice Pouncey likely suffered a 
broken bone in his foot in the 
American Conference champi¬ 
onship game. 

"I am sure you could charac¬ 
terize it as that (fracture)," Tom¬ 
lin said. "We have been very 
aggressive in terms of treating 
it, even putting a hard cast and 
so forth. He is not on a running 
clock until Wednesday." 

Tomlin is hopeful that 
Pouncey, who was helped off 
the field during Pittsburgh's 
opening drive against the New 
York Jets, is a quick healer. 

If Pouncey can't go then the 
center spot would be filled by 
second-year pro Doug Le- 
gursky. Against the Jets, Le- 
gursky relieved Pouncey and 
played the rest of the game. 
But Super Bowl 45 would be 
his first NFL start. 

Green Bay certainly can't 
match the recent success of the 
Steelers but they have a storied 
history dating back to the Bart 
Starr and Vince Lombardi-era 
of the 1960s. 

Packers coach Mike Mc¬ 
Carthy said the key this week 
will be keeping his players fo¬ 
cused on playing the Steelers 
and not thinking too much 
about this being the grand 
stage. 

"Just don't look into the 
lights, that will probably help 
you," McCarthy said Monday 
shortly after the team touched 
down in Dallas. "Our players 
are excited to get down here 
today. Like a lot of us, we wish 
the game was already here." 

The teams have outdoor 
practices scheduled but severe 
weather in the Dallas area 
could disrupt those plans and 
force the clubs to move to in¬ 
door training facilities. 

Organizers plan to keep the 
stadium roof closed for the 
Super Bowl. 
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